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Dear Church Family, 

The elders have decided to reopen worship services at the building on June 7, 2020.  This has been a 
difficult decision that is the result of various input, discussions, and lots of prayer.   

We value the physical safety of every member, but even more, we value the spiritual needs of each 
member.  The church was put together for a reason; we need the love and encouragement from 
our church family to help us get to heaven.  Fellowship has been an integral part of the church from 
the very beginning (Acts 2).  It is challenging for us to balance the spiritual and physical.  Some may 
say we are showing a lack of faith, others may say we are being reckless.  We pray we are doing 
what is best. 

Note: We plan to continue streaming live worship services and adult classes even beyond the crisis.  
We see this as a ministry to all who are unable to attend in person. 

When?  We will be open for worship on Sunday, June 7 at 10:00 am.  We will have some limitations 
to reduce the possible spread of COVID-19.  There will continue to be no Sunday evening service, 
Bible classes, or children’s worship. 

Who can attend?  We recommend that you stay home if you are at risk of contracting the disease.  
This includes those with respiratory conditions, anyone with a fever or recently had a fever recently, 
and the elderly.   If you feel apprehensive about coming, wait until you are ready.  Children should 
stay with their parents. 

What about masks?  You may not be afraid of catching the virus, but you may be a carrier and not 
know it.  We encourage everyone to wear a mask for the safety of others.  We have ordered some 
masks for anyone who needs one. 

Social distancing:  I know we want to fellowship and be social, but let’s be cautious.  No 
handshaking, hugging, or holy kissing.  Pews will be cordoned off in such a way to provide good 
spacing. 

Communion & Contribution:  Communion packets can be picked up as you enter the building.  We 
will observe the Lord’s supper near the end of service and you can dispose of your container as you 
leave.  Trash cans will be at each exit.  Your contribution and attendance card can also be placed in 
a box as you enter or leave the building.  A member of the security team will be posted at each 
contribution box. 

Singing:  We will limit singing to a few songs.   

Is this really worship?  You may wonder if all this focus on health concerns will distract us from 
focusing on worshipping God.  Yes, it could, but it can also help us focus on heaven; a place with no 
sickness or death.  Each of us must be engaged personally. 



 

Entering & Exiting:  There will be three doors available for entering and leaving: the two nearest 
Chapin Road (SE & SW) and the one under the overhang (NW).  Doors will be unlocked at 9:30 am.  
A greeter will be at each door to open the door for all.  Upon entering, communion packets will be 
available on a table.  Hand sanitizers will also be available there.  Please go directly to a pew.  
Ushers will be available if you need help.  At the end of worship, everyone will be dismissed by 
sections.  Greeters will again be opening the doors.  If you would like to fellowship after the services 
we ask that you do so in the parking lot so that social distancing can be maintained.   

Children’s classes:  There will be no classes for the children until later in the summer.  A return date 
has not been determined yet.  VBS this summer will be a Virtual Bible School.  It has been moved to 
later in July. 

Adult classes:  The Sunday morning class will continue to be live streamed at 9:00 am.  You can 
watch it at home as you get ready for worship.  It should end in time for most to get to the church 
building.  You can also watch the recording later if you prefer.  Our Wednesday night class will 
continued to be live streamed at 7:00 pm during June.  Our Wednesday night Summer Series will 
begin in July.  You are welcome to come to the building or watch live on YouTube.   

All of this is subject to change as we navigate the weeks to come.  Please continue to pray for the 
physical and spiritual health of our church family.  We love and care about each of you and long for 
the day when we can all be together once again as a family. 

 

 

Jay Crook  

(on behalf of the other elders at Western Hills: Dan Kille, Chuck Meyer, Roger Omer, Tom Pauley, 
David Vestal, & John Walton ) 

 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way 
stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
rejoice!  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:1,4,6) 


